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The New Haven Museum Celebrates the City’s Baseball History 
 

New Haven, CT, June 10, 2011—The New Haven Museum is pleased to announce more 

programs to continue to celebrate the city of New Haven’s summer traditions. The month of July will 

be devoted to the city’s baseball history.  

On Thursday, July 7 at 7 PM, Gary “Pops” O’Maxfield, baseball historian, will be speaking on 

baseball in the Civil War era. Discover the history, rules and customs of the game during the War 

Between the States, including local baseball lore. By the time the war was over in 1865, the game 

matured into an easily recognizable version of the modern game. Pops O’Maxfield will explore the 

growth of the game while dressed in authentic gentleman’s garb from the era and bring the old game to 

life. Mr. O’Maxfield is a Hartford-based baseball historian and a proud member of the Society for 

American Baseball Research (SABR). He is currently writing a book, The Grand Old Game in 

Connecticut, that is due to be published this year by Wesleyan University Press. The lecture is free and 

open to the public.  

On Wednesday, July 13 at 5:30 PM, Director of Education Michelle Cheng of the New Haven 

Museum will offer a presentation about New Haven’s baseball history and Librarian James Campbell 

will reveal some manuscripts from Whitney Library’s collection that are related to the city’s baseball 

tradition. Join us to learn more about the prominence and popularity of baseball in New Haven in the 

19th and early 20th centuries. The presentation is free and open to the public. 

On Sunday, July 17 from 10 AM – 2:30 PM, the Museum will present Let’s Play Ball!, a 

Family Day. Friends of Vintage Base Ball will be on hand to demonstrate the use of some vintage 

baseball equipment, and bases will be set up for children to run on. There will be two art workshops: 

children will create their own advertisements for baseball equipment based on inspiration from ads 

from the early days of baseball and design their own pennant flags. The programs are appropriate for 

children ages 4 up. Tickets are $5/child. Adults and Museum members are free. Light refreshments 

will be served. 

All events will take place at the New Haven Museum, located at 114 Whitney Ave. New 

Haven, CT 06510. For more information, please contact Michelle Cheng, Director of Education, at 

(203) 562-4183 ext. 11 or education@newhavenmuseum.org. 
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