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Introduction 

The Joseph Parker & Son Comapny was established in 1840 by J.K. Herrick and Joseph Parker 
and was called the J.K. Herrick & Co. Until1845. During the next several decades, the company 
underwent numerous name changes and was incorporated in 1892 as the Joseph Parker & Son 
Company. The firm produced book-paper from cotton waste in its early years at the West Rock 
Paper Mill located on Whalley Avenue in New Haven. In 1856 Parker discovered that his paper 
product had excellent absorbing ability and the production of blotting paper was begin shortly 
thereafter. The Joseph Parker & Son Company was the first firm in the United States to produce 
blotting paper and became a world leader in that industry before closing in 1970. 
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liE Report, 193 9 32 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

2/A 8 mm. Film ofParker's Paper Mill in Operation 1 

2/B Corporate Seal 1 

2/C Time Book, 1924-1926 1 v. 

2/D Financial Ledger, 1912-1913 1 v. 
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