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I. Title 
Beckwith, George (1810-1880) Diaries, 1854- 1880. 

II. The papers of George Becln·Ti th 
deposited in the Library on 1910 , by F .. H.Russe11 
In converted the deposit to a gift. 

III. Linear feet of shelf space occupied: 2~ ft. 
Approximate number of i terns: 191 srn.a 11, handmade books 

IV. Restrictions: none 

V. Literary rights of the Unpublished writings of 
in these papers, and in other collections of papers in the custody of 
the New Haven Colony Historical Society Library, have been dedicated 
to the New Haven Colony Historical Society. 

VI . Press release was issued on 

VII. Biographical note: George Beck\·lith, July 10, 1810--July 12, 1880. Born in Berlin~ 
Ct.; his parents moved to Southington &nd in 1839 he came to New Haven • Beckwith 
had some formal education but his good memory and intellectual curiosity enab led 
him to acquire a vast , diversified knowledgeo He was fus cinated by math problems, 
astronomy and quoted scripture and poetry. Started out as a clerk ; taught school in 
Southington, from 1840-1852 in New Haven, from 1847-1852 in East Haven, Fair Ha·ran 
District and lvallingford. Published BeckHith's Almanac, 1848 lst issue, at the 
suggestion of F. Trowbridge; from 1849--1860 it was published by the author, from 
1860 by Peck, Hhite 6! Peele. In 1865 Beckwith \·Jas appointed County Surveyor and 
moved to Bridgeport, 1863-1872 •• Beckwith wor·ed on the New Haven Dictionary . 
Introduced and taught Pitman shorthand (phonography) in N.H. In 1841 he married the 
vlidov.T Phoebe A. Booth and had a daughter, ~vho later ~v.cote his biography and a son 
1'-lho died at the age of fi 'Te. s Beck~· ith was a 1nember of the Bapti s t Church of Rev. Tho.s 
Teesdale; Masonic Lodge from 1837; D2bat.ing Club. He was a Hhig, collected signatures 
for the abolition of property qualifications to vote (1842 ), petitioned the Ct. Legis­
lation to grant the righ t to vote t o b l ncks (1845), opposed slavery. Due to hi s 
father's drinking habits, he supported the Temperance movement. ·For ad~itonal info~ 
~ee : Geor•'e Bec1nrith by 11.1. Becl<lvith Ew·ell; Beck,:-lith's Almanac. Reclo:vith kept a diary 

from 1854 ,with daily entries from 1865. Besides notat ions on weather, rainfall and surve 
ing, it also conta ins a wealth of info. on N.H. and his contemporaries. He made 
extensive notations in Pitman shorthand, the key to which appea.rs in the AI~, 181:. 

VIII •. Analysis: The collection cons:i.sts of 182 diaries arranged chronological.ly and 9 misc .. 
booklets. The diaries are bundled and each bundle is labelled. The containers are 
numbered in Roman numer als. Within each container the bundles ere lettered consecu­
tively. For additional information see the content gu ide. 
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CONTENT GUIDE 

George Beckwith Diaries 

Diaries - ·-
A. 185L:.--Oct •·· 16,5 [7] 
B. Dec. 1865--..June 1866 [6] 
c. June 1866--Nov. 1866 [6] 
D. Nov. 1866---· .July 1867 [ ."" J 
E. April 1 8~::7-- Dec. 1867 [7] 
F. Jan. 1868--April 1868 [4] 

A. April 1868--August 1868 [6] 
B. Aug. 1868--- Dec. 1868 [5] 
C. Jan 1869-- June 1869 [6] 
D. June 1869--Nov. 1869 £6] 
E. Dec. 1869--Feb. 1870, May--June 1870 [5] 
F. July 1870--0ct 1870 [4] 

A. Nov. 1870--M~rch 1871 [5] 
B. April--June 1871 [4.] 
C. July--November 1871 [5] 
D. D~Cc 18 71-March 1872 [6] 
E. April--Aug. 187? [5] 
F. Sep. 1872--Feb. 1873 [6] 

A. March--Oct~ 1873 [5] 
B. Nov. 1873--Feb. 1874 [4] 
C. March--July 1074 [5] 
Do Aug--Nov. ~874 [4] 
E. Dec. 1874--March 1875 [4] 
Fe April--August 1875 [5] 

A. Sep. ---18 7 5 ... -Dec. 1875 [4] 
B. Jan.-·-Nay 1876 [5] 
c. June--Oc t·o 1876 [5] 
D. Nov 187(-~Harch 1877 [5 J 
E. A_pril 18 7 7·-- Sep. 1877 [5 J 
F. -Oct. 1877--Jan .. 1878 [4] 

A. Febo--June 1878 [5] 
B. July--Oct . 1873 [4] 
C. Feb.-~June 10 79 [5] 
D. July--Nove 1879 [5] 
Ee Dece 1379--Apr il 1880 [5] 
F. May-July 188 0; plus one dated 1810 with entries in Pitman~shorthand~ 
c., rl'Ii scelle.neous 

1. Hath prize problems--Yale College , 18l~6 
2. Angles of Streets--Bridgeport 
3. Survey of Land--Bridgeport, 1875 
4. Survey for Wood Drat ters & Co.--Bridgeport, 1868 

5-9. Computations--Latitudes 



Removed from the pdf version of the finding aid: 
New Haven Register article entitled “New Haven’s odd champion of lost causes,” by Neil 
Hogan. Sunday, April 24, 1988, page B6. 
The print version of the finding aid contains the original article. 
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