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III. Linear feet of shelf space occupied: 3 feet 
Approximate number of items: 1,800 

IV. Restrictions: confidential material in boxes VI and VII (50 YEARS RESTRICTION) 

v. Literary rights of the unpublished writings of 
in these papers, and in other collections of papers in the custody of 
the New Haven Colony Historical Society Library, have been dedicated 
to the New Haven Colony Historical Society. 

VI. Press release was issued on 

VII. Biographical note: Stirling School was founded by Dr. Dorothy Asch to meet 
the educational needs of a segment of the primary school population which 
she felt had been neglected. She was particularly interested in working 
with "quick-minded" boys and girls.. The curriculum of the school was de
signed to stimulate the student through first-hand experiences with nature, 
art, music, science and enhanced by field trips to newspapers, radio stations, 
airports, etc. Classes were kept to a limit of no more than 16 pupils. Each 
child was allowed to proceed at his or her own paceo 

Stirling School was incorporated on Aug.23, 1967. Space was rented in 1967 
in the Baptist Church on Shepard Avenue in Hamden. In 1969, a new school 
building with space for four classrooms was completed on a site on Shepard 
Avenue, Hamden. By 1974, a national recession was in progress, rising costs 
and falling enrollment forced the trustees to close the school. 

VIII. Analysis: 

2/74 

Materials are essentially arranged in chronological order within each 
section. Box I contains Board of Directors official records and papers 
dealing with the organization of the school. Box II contains business re
cords, bills, and tax statements. Box III contains bank statements, cancelled 
checks, and records of tuition payments. Box IV contains a scrapbook of news
paper clippings and snapshots of the school and its students. Stirling stories 
are mostly newslatters to parents, informing them of the progress of the school 
and of its needs. Also included is a copy of the Sunpay ~ Haven Register 
Sep.20, 1970, pictorial section which has a feature article about Stirling 
School. Box V contains curriculum materials and student roll books. Box VI 
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Box VI contains student standardized test results, arranged alphabetically. 
Box VII contains student progress reports, also arranged alphabetically. 

Oversize I: A. Stirling School logos on heavy plastic 
B. " " " on tissue paper 
c.. " " layout for promotional literature 

page b 



MSSffB25 Stirling School Records 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Box I 
Folder A: Letter from Dr. Asch regarding request for use of 

church building for a school 

Research proposal stating the purpose and aims 
of the new school 

Certificate of health approved of Child Day 
Center (9/11/67) 

Certificate of incorporation (8/23/1967) 

Stirling School, Inc. - By-laws 

(1) 

(4) 

(1) 

(3) 

(8) 

page l 

Minutes of the Board of Directors, 8/24/67 - 6/3/74 

Financial report, Stirling School, 11/4/67 

(35 p .. ) 

" " 5/27/68 

Folder B: Letters from Wiggin and Dana (attorneys for the 
school) and from Chairman of Hamden Town Plan 

(1) 

(1) 

and Zoning Commission (7) 

Architect's schematic plan for the new school, 8/10/68 (1) 

Closing statement, First New Haven National Bank 
mortgage terms, 1/20/69 (1) 

Letter from United Illuminating Co. estimating cost of 
electricity for all uses in the school (2) 

Agreement with UI specifying supply of all energy 
requirements, 10/27/74 (1) 

Letter from Board of Tax Review, Hamden, denying request 
for reduction in assessment, 2/26/71 (1) 

Letter from Wiggin and Dana indicating payment by Town 
of Hamden in conformance with a court judgement 
against them, 8/27/73 (1) 

Supplemental statement from First New Haven National 
Bank regarding mortgage payments, 11/4/71 (1) 

Correspondence with Connecticut Board of Fisheries and 
Gam~Fpplication for trees and bushes to be supplied 
by State [1971] (6) 

Folder C: Proposals made by Allan Rubin Arbor Homes detailing 
costs of sub-contractors work on school building (7) 

Assorted estimates from septic service company, plumbing 
contractor, security systems company (6) 

Statements from the First New Haven National Bank 
regarding terms and payments on the- school mortgage (13) 



MSS,#B25 Stirling School Records 

Box I 
Folder D: Insurance Management Inc. - insurance policies covering 

workmen's compensation and coverage on the school 
building. 

Premium notices on the insurance 

Folder E: Correspondence with other schools, pvofessionals, and 
individuals expressing interest in the school. 

Letters of application for a teaching position 

Letters from Wiggin and Dana, school legal counsel 

Letters to Bandmaster. Dept .. of the Army Support Band 
in regard to their performing at the dedication of 
the school. 

Letter to local TV station regarding coverage of the 
school dedication .. 

Correspondence with Town of Hamden assessor regarding 
tax exempt status of the school 

Assorted letters to school suppliers of educational 
materials, to persons supplying services, and 
requests to State of Connecticut for free shrubs 

Letter to parents from Dr .. Asch 

Folder F: Correspondence of the Board of Directors, April 9. 1969 
to May 23, 1973 

Folder G: Letter from Mr .. and Mrs., Chu to Dr .. Daniel Snyder, 
March 6, 1972 

Letter from Mr .. and Mrs. Chu to Stirling School parents 
March 19, 1972 

Enclosure with March 19. 1972 11Some comments 
on the role of parents or parent organization in 
private schools" 

Letter from Mr. and Mrs. Chu to Miss Asch March 21, 1972 

Folder H: Letter from Connecticut State Department of Education de
tailing reasons for denying approval of Stirling 

page 2 

(.5 items) 

(12 items) 

(c.20 items) 

(c.15 items) 

(10 items) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2 items) 

(c.,10 items) 

(1) 

( c. 15 items) 

(1) 

(1) 

(3) 

( 1) 

School March 24, 1970 (1) 

:,u-r,ter from Miss Asch to Mr .. Learned of the State Depart
ment of Education rebutting each of the criticisms 
in his March 24, 1970 letter, Aug .. 13, 1970 (3) I 

I 

i 
t-

I~ 
F· v 

!' 
r 
I< 

r· 
/', 
l 
f,. 
! ; 



MSS#B25 Stirling School Records 

Box I (cont .. ) 
Folder H:(cont.) Letter from Miss Asch to Nelson Farquhar 9 

executive secretary, Connecticut Association 
of Independent Schools. Aug .. 12, 1970 

' Letter from Mr. Farquhar in reply to Miss Asch's 
letter of Aug .. 12, 1970. Aug .. 24, 1970 

Folder I: Letter from Sherman Ross, executive secretary, 
National Research Council answering inquiry 
about COBRE program (undated) 

Enclosures with Mr. Ross's letter: "Instructions for 
Grant Applications under the Program of Basic 
Research in Education" 1968 

"Instructions for Preparing the Application 11 1968 

Research proposal for developing a curriculum for 
q~ick-minded five to twelve year olds 

Correspondence with State of Connecticut Charities 
Registration Bureau 

Letter to Miss Asch.from Thomas E .. Mitchell offering 
advice as to methods of soliciting funds for the 
school, (undated) 

Appeals to assorted foundations for grants 1967-1974 

Letter to Congressman Giaimo appealing for his help 
in finding federal aid for Stirling School Aug. 2. 
1974 

Folder J: Letter from Dr .. Asch to Congressman Giaimo requesting 
help in finding federal aid programs appropriate to 
Stirling School. Aug. 2, 1974 

Letter of reply from Congressman Giaimo to Dr .. Asch 
Sept. 30, 1974 

Four enclosures with the Sept. JO, 1974 letter of 
Congressman Giaimo detailing government programs 
for the gifted and talented 

Folder K: Press releases about Stirling School 1967-74 

Assorted informal notes containing ideas for press re
leases 

Folder L: Teacher contracts 1967-1974 

Folder :M: Information sent to parents 

page 3 

( 1) 

(1) 

( 1) . 

(7) 

(3) 

(4) 

(4 items) 

(2) 

(50 items) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(4 items) 

(18 items) 

( 10 items) 

(3.5 items) 

(13 items) 

I 
I 

( 
(,. 

': ~ 



MSS#B25 Stirling School Records 

Box II 
Folder A: Bills for supplies from Cobbs 

Bills for school texts from J.B. Lippincott 
Bills for school supplies from J.L. Hammett 
As~orted bills from educational supply companies 

Folder B: Assorted bills for protective services, government 
truces, etc. 

Folder C: Assorted bills for utilities, lumber supplies, paper 
supplies, etc. 

Folder D: Cash book, Financial Records book 1968-74 

Folder E: Federal tax form 1967-74 

Box III 
Folder A: Bank statements, canceled checks Sept. 29, 1967-June 26, 

page 4 

(c.20 items) 
(7 i terns) 
(c.JO items) 
(c.20 items) 

( c .12 i terns ) 

(c.-75 items) 

(2 i terns) 

( c .1 oo i terns ) 

1972 (o.100 items) 

Folder B: Bank statements, canceled checks July 1, 1972-Nov.18,1974 (c.100 items) 

Folder C: Bank $avings account book and deposit slips 1967-74 (c.50 items) 

Folder D: Records of tuition payment~ (c.30 ) 

Folder E: Bank receipts for mortgage payments (c.75 items) 

Folder F: Bank check book stubs 196i-74 (4 items) 

Box IV 
Folder A: Stirling Stories: informational communications to parents 

on a monthly basis. · 1967-74 (c.70 items) 

Folder B: Scrap book of newspaper clippings and pictures relating 
to Stirling School (1) 

Sunday Pictorial, New Haven Register, Sept. 20, 2970. 
Contains an article called "Quick Minded", based upon 
an interview with Miss Asch* (2) 

Box V 
Folder A: Lesson plans 1967-68 (c. 80 items) 

Folder B: Lesson plans 1969-70 (c.100 p.) 

Folder:C: Teacher lesson plans 1969-70 

Folder D: Lesson plans 1971 

Folder E: Student papers 

Folder F: Student roll books 

(2 notebooks) 

(c.100 items) 

(7) 

i 



MSS#B2.5 Stirling School Records page .5 

Box VI 
Folder A: Letters of recommendation in behalf of prospective teachers (5 items) 

~etters to individual parents regarding problems of non-
. payment of tuition (4 items) 

Letter from Miss Asch to a board member in regard to a 
parental complaint about a teacher (1) 

Unsigned report analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of 
individual students (7) 

Letter of reply to another school giving confidential 
information about a student who had transferred from 
Stirling School (1) 

Folder B: Stanford Achievement test scores of individual students (16 items) 

Folder C: Stanford Achievement tests of individual students (15 items) 

Folder D: Stanford Achievement tests of individual students 

Lippincott Reading Readiness test 

Folder E: Stanford Achievement test of individual students 

Box VII 
Folder A: Student progress reports A-B 

Folder B: Student progress reports C-D 

Folder C: Student progress reports E-F 

Folder D: Student progress reports G 

Folder E: Student progress reports H-1 

Folder F: Student progress reports M-R 

Folder G: Student progress reports S-T 

Folder H: Student progress reports W 

Oversize I 
A Stirling School Logos on heavy plastic 

B. Stirling School Logos on tissue paper 

c. Stirling School layout for promotional literature 

(19 

(3 ) 

(6 items) 

) 

(c • .50 ) 

( c .. 50 items) 

(c.50 items) 

(c.50 items) 

(c.50 items) 

(c~50 items) 

(c.,50 items) 

(c.50 items) 

(2 items) 

i. 

r= 


