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  Out of Obscurity:  
Firebrand CT Architect Alice Washburn Highlighted at 
New Haven Museum during Women’s History Month 

 

New Haven, Conn. (March 10, 2014) –In the days when fewer than one percent of architects 

were women, Alice Washburn appeared on the scene, fully believing that women were ideally 

suited to design homes as they were the ones working in them. In 1919—the year Congress 

proposed an amendment extending the right of suffrage to women—the self-taught and strong-

willed Washburn, of Cheshire, Connecticut, began her career in architecture at the age of 49.  

She went on to produce some of the most tasteful and charming Colonial Revival homes in the 

New Haven and Hamden area, still sought after today. Yet, just 12 years after her promising 

start, Washburn was bankrupt and her dazzling career ended. Relegated to obscurity, she lived 

out the remainder of her days in relative poverty; her death certificate recorded her occupation as 

“housewife.”  

 

In honor of Women’s History Month the New Haven Museum will celebrate Washburn’s remarkable 

life and career with two events. A lecture: “Alice Washburn's Design/Build Houses for Streetcar 

Suburbs: Spring Glen and Westville,” will be held on Wednesday, March 26, at 5:30 p.m., at 

the New Haven Museum. A related walking tour, “Alice Washburn in Westville,” will be 

offered on Sunday, March 30 at 3 p.m. The tour will meet at the corner of Chapel Street 

and Alston Avenue, and last approximately an hour and a half. Both events are free of charge 

and co-sponsored by The New Haven Preservation Trust. 

 
Lecture Details 

During her lecture, “Alice Washburn's Design/Build Houses for Streetcar Suburbs: Spring Glen 

and Westville,” architect Charlotte Hitchcock will focus on the modest homes built by Alice 
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Washburn in the close-in suburban subdivisions of the 1920s, an easy trolley ride from jobs in 

New Haven. A Westville resident since 1975, Hitchcock is currently a researcher at the 

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation. Trained in architecture, art history and education, 

she has worked as an architect, high school math teacher, and as a historian of barns and of 20th-

century modernist architecture. Wednesday, March 26, at 5:30 p.m., at the New Haven Museum. 

Walking Tour Details 

The walking tour, “Alice Washburn in Westville,” will be led by architectural historian 

Christopher Wigren, who will look at several Washburn houses in New Haven’s Westville 

neighborhood and compare them to what others were doing at about the same time. Wigren is the 

deputy director of the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation.  An architectural historian 

trained at the University of Virginia, he edits the Trust’s newsletter, “Connecticut Preservation 

News,” and manages its preservation easements program. He has contributed articles on 

architectural topics to the Hartford Courant’s “Place” section, has written or co-written National 

Register nominations for the Merritt Parkway and other Connecticut sites, and is currently 

working on an architectural guidebook to Connecticut. Sunday, March 30, at 3 p.m. The tour will 

meet at the corner of Chapel Street and Alston Avenue. 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 

 

About The New Haven Preservation Trust 

Founded in 1961, The New Haven Preservation Trust is an independent voice for preserving 

New Haven's architectural heritage, an important foundation of strong urban neighborhoods. The 

Trust works through advocacy, education and collaboration, providing technical assistance on 

historic preservation matters to the City and to residential, institutional and commercial property 

owners throughout New Haven. For more information, please visit www.nhpt.org. 
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