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Music Lovers Invited to 18th-Century Participatory Concert at New Haven Museum 
A Celebration of New Haven Composer Daniel Read  

 
New Haven, Conn. (September 4, 2014) –According to records, though Daniel Read earned a 

living as a comb-maker and the proprietor of “Read’s Cheap Store” back in late 1700s New 

Haven, his true claim to fame was his prolific career in  musical composition and choral 

instruction. In fact, Read was one of the best known, most widely published American choral 

composers of his day. On Sunday, September 21, 2014 at 4 p.m., the New Haven Museum and 

the Friends of Grove Street Cemetery invite the public to take part in a special participatory 

concert of Read’s compositions, with the audience seated in the manner of a late 18th-century 

singing school, in four sections around an open square—tenor, treble, alto, and bass—facing the 

singing master. The free event will be held at the museum, and will be followed by a reception. 

 

The participatory “singing school” will be accompanied by members of the Yale-New Haven 

Regular Singing and conducted by Yale University Professor of Music Ian Quinn, with 

assistance by John Gambell, Yale University printer and participant in the Yale-New Haven 

Regular Singing. The audience’s  “experience”  of Read’s  music, along with readings from the 

composer’s letters and  diaries  that have been preserved in the New Haven Museum’s 

collections, are intended to  illuminate an important aspect of life in  New Haven in the late 18th 

and early 19th-centures.  

 

Quinn will give a brief overview of the practice of group a cappella singing in Read’s time, and 

conduct a demonstration lesson in the fundamentals of shape-note singing using several of 

Read’s most important compositions. Copies will be provided for the audience. The lyrics for 

most of the tunes to be performed were drawn from the work of the English poet and non-

conformist hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748). While the lyrics are paraphrased from Bible 
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verses, and reflect Watts’s Christian spirituality, the songs were essentially the popular music of 

their day, sung in the singing schools and local “singings” in addition to their use in 

Protestant churches. 

 

About Friends of Grove Street Cemetery 

The Friends organization was founded in 1997 in response to growing public interest in the New 

Haven Burial Ground, better known as the Grove Street Cemetery, as an historic and cultural 

resource for the community and the nation. Grove Street Cemetery is the oldest incorporated 

cemetery in the United States, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has been 

designated as a National Historic Landmark. 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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