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The Influence of Exotic Egypt on Connecticut Architecture at New Haven Museum  
 

New Haven, Conn. (April 8, 2014) –Soon after artists and scientists catalogued the exotic 

wonders of Egypt (following Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign of 1798–9), Egyptian Revival style 

swept over Europe and the United States and remained popular throughout the 19th century. 

Connecticut preserves some of the most significant Egyptianizing architecture within the 

northeastern United States, including the striking Grove Street Cemetery gateway in New Haven, 

which was designed by architect Henry Austin and completed in 1847. 

 

On Thursday, April 17, at 6:00 p.m., the New Haven Museum and the Friends of Grove Street 

Cemetery will present a lecture, “Egypt in Connecticut: Egyptianizing Architecture from New 

Haven to Coventry,” by eminent archaeologist and Yale University faculty member, Colleen 

Manassa. During the lecture, Manassa—locally renowned for her contributions to the highly 

successful “Echoes of Egypt: Conjuring the Land of the Pharaohs” exhibition in 2013 at the Yale 

Peabody Museum of Natural History—will discuss the imagery and meaning of the 19th-century 

Grove Street Cemetery Gate design and the Egyptian Revival movement in Connecticut and 

New Haven. The free event will be held at the museum, and will be preceded by a reception at 

5:30. 

 

Colleen Manassa (B.A., Yale 2001, Ph.D. 2005) joined the Yale University Department of Near 

Eastern Languages and Civilizations as the Marilyn M. and William K. Simpson Assistant 

Professor of Egyptology in 2006, and she was promoted to associate professor in 2010. Her 

research interests include Egyptian grammar, New Kingdom literary texts, military history, 

funerary religion, social history, and landscape archaeology.  She is the author or co-author of 

four books and over 20 articles, and directs an on-going archaeological expedition in Egypt, the 
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Mo’alla Survey Project. She teaches widely on the history and literature of ancient Egypt, and 

has served as director of undergraduate studies for several academic years.   

 

Manassa’s publications have contributed to topics as diverse as Old Kingdom epistolography, 

Middle Kingdom ostraca, New Kingdom military and religion, Graeco-Roman tourism, and the 

archaeology of the third Upper-Egyptian nome.  In 2008, she established the Mo’alla Survey 

Project (MSP), which is currently in its fourth field season. Under her direction, the MSP has 

surveyed an important northern extension to the Mo’alla necropolis (including a small Pan Grave 

cemetery) and rediscovered the ancient city of Agny.  She also was the first archaeologist to map 

a desert road that connected the region south of Mo’alla with other points north and south in the 

Nile Valley.  In 2010, her expedition discovered a previously unknown late-Roman site in the 

northeastern portion of the MSP concession. 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 

About Friends of Grove Street Cemetery 
 
The Friends organization was founded in 1997 in response to growing public interest in the New 

Haven Burial Ground, better known as the Grove Street Cemetery, as an historic and cultural 

resource for the community and the nation. Grove Street Cemetery is the oldest incorporated 

cemetery in the United States, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has been 

designated as a National Historic Landmark. 
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