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The Rise and Fall of Former Slave and Entrepreneur William Lanson  
at the New Haven Museum   

 
New Haven, Conn. (February 18, 2014) –The public is invited to join the New Haven Museum 

for an examination of race, power and class divisions in early 19th century New Haven, as author 

and historian Dr. Peter T. Hinks discusses the rise and fall of former slave and entrepreneur 

William Lanson, and the vibrant New Haven neighborhood he created, in a lecture: ‘“This 

Beautiful and Rapidly Improving Section of Our City’: William Lanson, Labor, and Early 

Industrial Transformation in New Haven's Wooster Square." The free event will take place at 6 

p.m. on Wednesday, February 26, 2014. 

 

Hinks’ lecture corresponds with the current exhibition, “Beyond the New Township: Wooster 

Square,” which offers an in-depth and often personal view of the neighborhood's 18th-century 

beginnings and the evolution of industry and immigration in New Haven. The lecture and 

exhibition are made possible with lead support from Connecticut Humanities.  

 

Hinks will discuss the rise and fall of former slave and successful New Haven entrepreneur 

William Lanson, and the New Guinea neighborhood he created: an informally recognized 

community of African Americans and some whites in the vicinity of modern-day Wooster 

Square. Hinks contends that while race would play an important role in the destruction of New 

Guinea, the main motivation for the neighborhood’s removal was to gain greater municipal 

control over a new center for expansion and profit in the city—it was the early rise of industrial 

capitalism and the ways in which it re-organized space, classes, and power in antebellum New 

Haven. 
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Hinks received his Ph.D. in American history from Yale University in 1993.  He is the author of 

the award-winning book, “To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of 

Antebellum Slave Resistance” (1997).  His current research reckons with slavery, emancipation, 

and race in Connecticut and New England from 1750-1850.  He has served as the senior research 

historian for several major exhibitions at The New-York Historical Society including “Slavery in 

New York” (2005), “New York Divided” (2006), and “Revolutions!” (2011). With the late 

Professor John Blassingame and Professor John McKivigan, he co-edited Frederick Douglass’ 

three autobiographies, “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,” “My Bondage and My 

Freedom,” and “The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass” for Yale University Press.  With 

McKivigan, he was the editor for “Encyclopedia of Antislavery and Abolition” (2006).  Hinks 

has recently co-edited with Professor Stephen Kantrowitz a collection of essays on the history of 

black Freemasonry, “All Men Free and Brethren” (Cornell University Press, 2013). 

“Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” 

“Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square,” offers an in-depth and often personal view of the 

neighborhood's 18th-century beginnings, the evolution of industry and the arrival of immigrants, 

the effect of urban renewal, and the impact of historic preservation. The assemblage incorporates 

more than 200 objects from the Museum’s photo, manuscript, and fine and decorative arts 

collections, multimedia presentations, products manufactured in New Haven, and family 

treasures contributed by neighborhood residents and local historical societies. Lead support for 

the exhibition has been provided by Connecticut Humanities. 

 

Exhibition hours through May 10, 2014:  The New Haven Museum is open Tuesday through 

Friday, from 10 am to 5 pm, and Saturday, from 12 noon to 5 pm., and is open free of charge to 

the public every first Sunday of the month. For more information visit 

www.newhavenmuseum.org, or facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 
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Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. 
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