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Saving a CT Treasure Once Burned by the British: 

The Nuts and Bolts of Preserving Historic Pardee-Morris House 
 

New Haven, Conn. (July 17, 2014)— The New Haven Preservation Trust, New Haven Museum, 

and preservation architect Sara O. Nelson, AIA, of Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC, 

will present a behind-the-scenes look at the preservation of the historic Pardee-Morris House 

during, "Inside the Pardee-Morris House: Conservation Planning for a Historic Landmark."  The 

free event will be held Wednesday, July 23, at 5 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday, July 27, at 3 p.m.). 

Space is limited to 50 people.  RSVP to info@nhpt.org or 203-562-5919. 

 

The Pardee-Morris House, at 325 Lighthouse Road, New Haven, is one of the oldest surviving 

historic structures in Connecticut, and listed on the national and state registers of historic places.  

The original house, built by Amos Morris circa 1750, was burned by the British during their raid 

on New Haven on July 5, 1779, and later rebuilt and expanded by the Morris family.  

 

Nelson will discuss recent preservation efforts at the Pardee-Morris House, present an overview 

of the exhaustive condition-assessment study she produced for the site, and outline a prioritized 

list of restoration needs. Those in attendance will have a behind-the-scenes look at areas in the 

structure not commonly seen, and an informative and considered view of the steps involved in 

building restoration.    

 

“This presentation is part of our on-going efforts to be good stewards of the Pardee-Morris 

House,” says New Haven Museum executive director Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky.  “It’s 

important that the public understands the details of what is required to maintain a historic 

structure—a great deal of care, a dedicated team of experienced professionals, and a good deal of 

money.”  She explains that since Pardee-Morris House is a designated historic property, all 
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preservation work at the site should meet The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the 

Treatment of Historic Properties. The house was added to the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1972. New Haven Preservation Trust preservation services officer John Herzan adds 

that the Pardee-Morris House has been considered a local treasure for many years, noting, “Our 

goal is to share what makes the Pardee-Morris House worth saving and show how that can be 

accomplished, and reawaken the public’s appreciation for its preservation.” 

 

“The Pardee-Morris House serves as an enduring and rare monument to the early history of New 

Haven,” notes Nelson. “The history of the structure is complicated, and some physical evidence 

suggests that part of the house remains from the earlier home built on the site that was burned by 

the British.” Nelson is a founding partner and principal of Nelson Edwards Company Architects. 

She earned a Bachelor of Arts from Wellesley College and a Master of Architecture from the 

University of Virginia. She has served as principal-in-charge for all of the firm’s preservation 

commissions and has over 25 years’ experience in planning and overseeing preservation projects. 

She currently serves as chair of the State of Connecticut Historic Preservation Council. 

 

Following the presentation the public is invited to stay for a performance by the indie group 

Cricket Tell the Weather, at 7 p.m. (5 p.m. on rain date).  Admission is free. Bring a blanket or a 

chair to this outdoor event. 

 

About The New Haven Preservation Trust 

 

Founded in 1961, The New Haven Preservation Trust is an independent voice for preserving 

New Haven's architectural heritage, an important foundation of strong urban neighborhoods. The 

Trust works through advocacy, education and collaboration, providing technical assistance on 

historic preservation matters to the City and to residential, institutional and commercial property 

owners throughout New Haven. For more information, please visit www.nhpt.org. 

 

About Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC 

 

http://www.nhpt.org/


 Nelson Edwards Company Architects, LLC is a full-service architecture firm with a special 

focus on the preservation of historic buildings and sites. The firm was founded in 1996 and has 

completed a broad range of commissions that include existing condition survey, feasibility 

studies, adaptive re-use studies and full architectural services for the design, bid and construction 

of preservation projects. 

About the Pardee-Morris House 

For the latest news on summer events at the Pardee-Morris House, visit the New Haven 

Museum’s website: newhavenmuseum.org and Facebook page: 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum.  Sign up for e-blasts at info@newhavenmuseum.org, or call 

the New Haven Museum at 203-562-4183.   
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