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Music, Early American Craft and Fun for All Ages : 

Friends and Family Day at Historic Pardee-Morris House, October 12 
 

New Haven, Conn. (October 3, 2014)— Fall is in full splendor on the Connecticut shoreline, 

which means it’s time to gather kith and kin and head to “Friends and Family Day” at the historic 

Pardee-Morris House, 325 Lighthouse Road, New Haven. The all-ages, free event will be held 

on Sunday, October 12, 2014, from noon to 4 p.m., rain or shine, and hosted by the New Haven 

Museum, which owns and operates the historic site. 

 

Attendees will enjoy a variety of activities throughout the afternoon. Two sets of music will be 

performed by “Reelin’ Away,” known for its lively, Appalachian-style dance tunes and rich, 

three-part vocal harmonies. There will be guided tours of the c.1780 Pardee-Morris House, 

which replaced the original home burnt by raiding British redcoats in 1779, and Kevin 

Margenau, a Revolutionary War reenactor, will discuss the 1779 invasion and demonstrate a 

colonial-style musket. A representative from Fort Nathan Hale Restoration Projects will exhibit 

artifacts recovered during an archeological dig at Fort Nathan Hale on New Haven Harbor. 

 

There will be participatory crafts for children—theorem painting, corn-husk-doll making, and 

pumpkin painting— and a host of colonial crafters and contemporary artisans will be on hand to 

demonstrate their expertise. The list includes: 

 

• Antique furniture restoration - John Cavaliere, Lyric Hall Antiques and Conservation 

• Cabinetmaker/furniture maker - Tim Spratlin 

• Chair Caning - Josh Hawkins 

• Colonial Woodworking - James Vibert 

• Plant-based wool dyeing  - Jody Bishel 
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• Spinning - Dawn Satir 

• Weaving - Tina Carlson 

• Wooden jewelry making - Derek Mirabilio 

• Book binding and engraving- Alexis Brown 

 

Reelin’ Away band members are David Heiser on guitar, jaw harp and djembe, Willow Ann 

Sirch on fiddle and Jim Sirch on banjo, flute and bodhran. 

 

About the Pardee-Morris House 

One of the oldest surviving historic structures in Connecticut, the Pardee-Morris House dates 

from about 1780 and is listed on the State and National Register of Historic Places.  Built by 

Amos Morris circa 1750, the house was burned by the British during their raid on New Haven in 

1779, and rebuilt and expanded by the Morris family. In 1918, William Pardee, a descendant of 

the Morris family, willed the property to the New Haven Colony Historical Society, which today 

is known as the New Haven Museum.  

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For the latest news on events at the New Haven Museum and 

Pardee-Morris House visit newhavenmuseum.org, and like us on Facebook: 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum.  Sign up for e-blasts at info@newhavenmuseum.org, or call 

the New Haven Museum at 203-562-4183 
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