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Preservation Experts to Discuss Nuts and Bolts  
of Protecting Historic Homes at New Haven Museum  

 

New Haven, Conn. (October 16, 2014) –According to noted preservationist Sally Zimmerman, of 

Historic New England, “We live in a ‘disposable’ age, and think nothing of changing interior 

spaces to suit our needs and tastes”  Consequently, she says, architecturally significant, historic 

properties with relatively few changes to their interior architecture are disappearing. The good 

news for those in Connecticut with an interest in antiquities, architecture or historic homes is that 

Zimmerman and her colleague, Joseph Cornish, will offer concrete solutions during “Historic 

Interiors - Evolution and Preservation” at the New Haven Museum on Wednesday, November 

12, 2014, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. The free event is co-sponsored by the New Haven Preservation 

Trust, Historic New England, and the New Haven Museum. 

 

Zimmerman will chart the history of home interiors over time in a lively presentation that 

includes outstanding examples of well-preserved homes throughout the Northeast. Cornish will 

explore options and tools for protecting the unique components of our collective heritage, 

focusing on the value of preservation easements. A preservation easement is a legal agreement 

used to protect significant building and landscape features of a historic property. Generally, 

Historic New England’s easements protect exterior and interior architectural features as well as 

open space and designed landscape features.  Historic New England's Stewardship Easement 

Program is one of the oldest and most recognized preservation easement programs in the 

country.  

 

Cornish is supervising preservation services manager at Historic New England. He oversees the 

organization’s Stewardship Easement Program, which currently protects over 90 historic 

properties around New England.  Zimmerman, the senior preservation services manager, is 
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responsible for Historic New England’s Historic Homeowner membership, a service and support 

program for owners of older and historic houses. 

“Those who care about the past or appreciate the beauty of older homes will really enjoy this 

presentation,” says John Herzan, preservation services officer at the New Haven Preservation 

Trust. “And the more the public knows about what preservation tools exist for carrying forth a 

property owner’s wishes, the better.” 

About The New Haven Preservation Trust 

Founded in 1961, The New Haven Preservation Trust is an independent voice for preserving 

New Haven's architectural heritage, an important foundation of strong urban neighborhoods. The 

Trust works through advocacy, education and collaboration, providing technical assistance on 

historic preservation matters to the City and to residential, institutional and commercial property 

owners throughout New Haven. For more information, please visit www.nhpt.org. 

About Historic New England  

Historic New England is the oldest, largest, and most comprehensive regional heritage 

organization in the nation. They bring history to life while preserving the past for everyone 

interested in exploring the New England experience from the seventeenth century to today. 

Historic New England owns and operates 36 historic homes and landscapes spanning five states. 

They share the region’s history through vast collections, publications, programs, museum 

properties, archives, and family stories that document more than 400 years of life in New 

England. 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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