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New Haven Museum’s Most Popular Exhibition—Featuring Renowned Wooster Square— 

Extended Through May, 2014 

 

New Haven, Conn. (March 3, 2014)—The New Haven Museum has announced that its popular 

and acclaimed major exhibition “Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” has been 

extended to run through May 10, 2014. “Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” takes an 

in-depth and often personal view of the neighborhood's 18th-century beginnings, the evolution of 

industry and the arrival of immigrants, the effect of urban renewal, and the impact of historic 

preservation. The exhibition is made possible with lead support from Connecticut Humanities.  

 

“We have brought much of Wooster Square’s invisible history to light and the results are 

fascinating,” says New Haven Museum Executive Director Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky. “It’s 

been gratifying to see the public’s response, and the show has appealed to all ages.” She explains 

that while young people marvel at what took place in New Haven, even in the not-so-distant past, 

for those of a certain age the exhibition often triggers happy, sometimes poignant, memories. 

 

With the extended run, the community-focused exhibition will coincide with the 41st Annual 

Cherry Blossom Festival in Wooster Square on April 27, 2014—which is expected to draw 

thousands to the area—and continue into Historic Preservation Month, in May, when 

preservation organizations across the United States celebrate history and historic places, and 

encourage visitors and residents to see and celebrate their vital role in your community.  
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“Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” incorporates more than 200 objects from the 

Museum’s photo, manuscript, and fine and decorative arts collections, multimedia presentations, 

products manufactured in New Haven, and family treasures contributed by neighborhood 

residents and local historical societies. It also integrates all that the public finds fascinating about 

Wooster Square with some of the latest technologies, such as iPads and QR codes, with the most 

extensive use of the New Haven Museum’s collections to date. 

 

Named for fallen Revolutionary War hero David Wooster, the neighborhood grew up at the 

center of the city's rail and shipping industries and at its periphery stood the major manufacturing 

facilities of Strouse, Adler (corsets),  Candee Rubber Co. (boots),  The New Haven Clock 

Company, Sargent & Company,  C. Cowles & Co. (carriage parts)  and dozens of carriage 

factories. Around the public square titans of industry built large homes designed by the city's 

premier architects, while factory workers settled in dwellings along side streets en route to the 

factories. Successive waves of immigration brought the Irish and Scots, Lithuanians, Poles, 

Swedes, French Canadians, and Italians to Wooster Square, to work in factories and 

construction.  Wooster Square’s decline into New Haven's third-largest slum area, following 

factory closings before World War II, made it ripe for redevelopment by the City's urban 

planners who targeted the area for highway construction during the 1950s and 1960s. Efforts to 

save the neighborhood, including its fabled square and significant architecture, rallied the city's 

preservationists with The New Haven Preservation Trust taking a leadership role. This activity 

led to its designation as the city's first local historic district in 1970, and listing in the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1971.  

 

“Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” is also the New Haven Museum’s most family-

friendly exhibition to date, encouraging intergenerational activities through a family guide and 

hands-on interactives. Related activities—lectures, neighborhood tours and special events —will 

continue to take place throughout the exhibition.  

 

In developing the exhibition, the Museum invited two well-known scholars and independent 

curators with deep knowledge of the city's history and ties to the neighborhood to share 



curatorial duties - Elizabeth Pratt Fox, a museum and historic-site consultant, and author and 

historian Wm. Frank Mitchell, Ph.D.   

 

“Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square” is made possible with lead support from 

Connecticut Humanities.  Additional support has been provided by C. Cowles & Company, The 

Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, NewAlliance Foundation, The Richard L. 

English Fund, The Woman’s Seamen’s Friend Society of Connecticut, Inc., and various 

individuals, businesses, and organizations.    

 

Exhibition hours:  The New Haven Museum is open Tuesday through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m., and Saturday, from 12 noon to 5 p.m., and is open the first Sunday of every month from 1 

to 4 p.m., free of charge. 

 

For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org or facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. 
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