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New Haven Values: 

Connecting the City’s Historic Images to Contemporary Works  

at the New Haven Museum 

 

New Haven, Conn. (May 29, 2014)—New Haven has always been known for inspired 

collaborations. On Thursday, June 12, 2014, from 5 to 8 p.m., the trend continues as the New 

Haven Museum opens “Value Systems,” a thought-provoking new exhibition in partnership with 

Artspace New Haven. The exhibition will run through November 2, 2014. 

 

“Value Systems” curator and New Haven Museum Director of Photo Archives Jason Bischoff-

Wurstle makes intriguing connections between several of the museum’s archival images and 

manuscripts and contemporary works by a dozen Artspace artist members. Inspired by New 

Haven’s infrastructure and events that shaped the community, Bischoff-Wurstle explored the 

Artspace “Flatfile” collection of contemporary art and the New Haven Museum’s archives in an 

effort to create links that collectively inform the city’s civic consciousness. 

 

In one such connection, Bischoff-Wurstle pairs the museum’s images of an 1890’s telephone 

directory (the first in the world) and a drawing of the first commercial telephone switchboard 

(also a New Haven first) with a work entitled “Sound Systems,” created in 2013 by artist Laura 

Watt.  

 

“Value Systems” features the work of 12 artists: Aspasia Patti Anos, Louise Barry, Gary Duehr, 

Julian Gilbert-Davis, Andrew Hogan, Janne Höltermann, Keith Johnson, Aurora Pellizzi, Amy 

Pryor, Kirsten Rae Simonsen, Paul Theriault, and Laura Watt.  
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This is the first time works from the Artspace Flatfile collection have been shown in a museum 

context, and is one of the first projects for expanding the Flatfile’s presence in the community 

through extra-gallery programming. The Flatfile is Artspace New Haven's changing collection of 

works on paper by over 200 artists. It is accessed by collectors, curators and the public in their 

galleries, and forms the basis of an active roster of exhibitions throughout the year. This 

exhibition also marks the debut of FOLD, a specially-commissioned portable exhibition kiosk designed to 

showcase works from the Flatfile when they travel from the Artspace gallery. 

 

As part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas, Bischoff-Wurstle will lead a special 

curatorial tour of the “Value Systems” exhibition on June 17 at 1:30 p.m.  

Artspace New Haven 

Artspace is a center for contemporary art and community development in downtown NewHaven, 

serving hundreds of artists and thousands of visitors each year. Artspace’s mission is to catalyze 

artistic activities; connect contemporary artists, audiences, and resources; and to enrich art 

experiences and activate art spaces. Through its exhibitions, youth programs, public art 

installations, and nationally recognized City-Wide Open Studios festival Artspace brings 

communities together with emerging local and national artists. “Flatfile” is made possible 

through an Institute of Museum and Library Service grant, and the generosity of The 

Maximillian E. & Marion O. Hoffman Foundation and Robinson and Nancy Grover. 

 
The New Haven Museum 
 
The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving, and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings over 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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