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(Don’t) Look/Show/Ask/Tell: 

Tattoo Etiquette Examined at New Haven Museum 

 

New Haven, Conn. (October 12, 2017) – Tattoos walk a fine line between public and private. 

They can be intimate, yet also subject to the gaze of strangers. How and when do people make 

choices about showing them off versus covering them up?  How have workplace norms changed 

over time?  And is there a preferred protocol for engaging with someone who has many tattoos? 

Join members of New Haven’s tattoo community for a frank and emergent discussion about 

tattoo do’s and don’ts, what’s cool, and what’s not okay. A safe space to ask questions, explore 

new angles, and gather a fresh perspective, the free panel discussion will be held on Wednesday, 

October 18, from 5:30 to 7 p.m., at the New Haven Museum, in conjunction with “Old-School 

Ink: New Haven’s Tattoos,” an exhibition on view through March 10, 2018.  

 

The roster for the “(Don’t) Look/Show/Ask/Tell” discussion consists of professionals and 

members of New Haven’s tattoo community who travel in various social and work spaces in and 

around the Elm City. Their varied perspectives on the questions posed should create a lively and 

intriguing discussion.  

 

Panel moderator, Jason Diaz  
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Jason Diaz began writing for the New Haven Register in 2015, covering art, food and nightlife. 

Since 2004 he has been assistant teaching at Green Street Arts Center for Wesleyan University, 

and training in mixed martial arts. A photographers’ assistant for nine years, he now runs 

/re/Visions Marketing, a personal venture handling digital marketing and content production for 

local businesses. He has a degree from Quinnipiac University in communications with a focus on 

film, video and interactive media. 

 

Panelists  

 Matt Fantastic is an instructor in game design for Quinnipiac University, and founder of 

Prettiest Princess, a critically acclaimed indie publisher based in New Haven, focused on 

putting out small run underground games and other media. Some of Fantastic’s tattoos 

are included in the exhibition, “Old School Ink: New Haven’s Tattoos.” 

 Beth Gallagher is a medical professional and animal-rights activist who works for an 

OB/GYN practice in New Haven. She is a client of Hope Gallery.  

 Silas Hart is an insurance broker, bodyguard and youth pastor at Liberty Community 

Church. He had his first tattoo at 13 years old and has had work done all over 

Connecticut.  

 Christine Desenti is a long-term retail store manager who lives in New Haven. She is a 

client of Hope Gallery, Shelton Tattoo and West Haven Tattoo.  

 Brandon Beard is a tattoo artist and lifelong resident of New Haven who contributed to 

the exhibition, “Old School Ink: New Haven’s Tattoos.” He has worked at 24 Hr Ink and 

Black Ink 203.  

 

For more on the exhibit read the press release here. View photos and interviews by 

photojournalist Corey Hudson at:  https://theoldschoolinkstuff.tumblr.com/. 

 

Guest curator Elinor Slomba is known in the Elm City as the founder of Arts Interstices/Verge 

Arts Group, created to help organizations meet their community engagement goals through arts 

and culture. She is currently working for College Street Music Hall and Mission Branding, and 

has managed high-profile city projects, Project Storefronts and the Made in New Haven 
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Campaign. She notes that while she is interested in tattoos as art form, she particularly admires 

the artists’ ability to make a living while inking in a regulated environment.  

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum has been collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and 

heritage of Greater New Haven since its inception as the New Haven Colony Historical Society 

in 1862. Located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue, the Museum brings more 

than 375 years of New Haven history to life through its collections, exhibitions, programs and 

outreach. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org or 

Facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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