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The Catskills of Connecticut: 

Jewish Summer Retreats Recalled at New Haven Museum 

 

New Haven, Conn. (March 10, 2017) – From the late 1800s through the early 20
th

 century, 

Jewish urban workers and their families came to Connecticut farms as summer boarders looking 

for rest and relaxation in the countryside. Over time, many Jewish farmers developed thriving 

resorts in Colchester, Moodus, Lebanon and East Haddam. Ken Simon, filmmaker and historian 

of Connecticut’s ethnic resorts, will examine the phenomena that created “The Catskills of 

Connecticut” on Sunday, April 2, at 2 p.m. at the New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Ave., New 

Haven. Admission is free of charge. The event is co-sponsored by the New Haven Museum and 

the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven. Those with memories of the resorts are 

invited to share stories and photos during a discussion following Simon’s lecture. 

 

Simon notes that city dwellers flocked by steamboat, rail and later by car to numerous boarding 

houses, camps, cottage colonies and resorts in Connecticut. Although there were many places in 

the western part of the state that attracted vacationers, it was the area in the east around 

Colchester and Moodus that became the state’s unrivalled vacation destination. Even moderately 

sized resorts had a swimming pool. Many, like Banner Lodge, Levy’s Grand View and Dember’s 
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also had dance hall and stage entertainment.  During the season, visitors to Moodus’ dozens of 

vacation spots quadrupled the town’s population to about 20,000 people.  

 

According to Simon, resorts in the area catered to either a Jewish or Christian (and, in some 

cases, Bohemian) trade. Thousands of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe had settled in the 

area, often with the help of international relief organizations that gave grants to establish family 

farms. Many of the resorts evolved from these farms, whose families welcomed summer visitors 

– first relatives and friends, and then the public.  

 

In the 1960s, lower airfare and changing vacation habits doomed the country resorts. Most have 

been demolished; others have found new life as religious retreats, a 4-H camp, and RV/camping 

sites. 

 

Simon grew up on his family’s farm in Moodus, delivering eggs produced by their 55,000 Rhode 

Island Reds to the surrounding resorts. He later worked as a resort golf caddy, soda jerk and 

lifeguard. The eggs laid by the birds paid for Simon’s education at Syracuse University, where 

he received a degree in television/film/radio. His career includes publishing and editing weekly 

alternative newspapers. He has worked as a freelance editorial and marketing consultant for 

corporate and non-profit clients, and has produced, written, and directed public television 

programming, receiving 18 regional Emmy nominations and 3 awards. In addition, he created the 

first digital media production shop in Connecticut’s 17-school Technical High School System. 

 

Simon’s lecture will be held in conjunction with the New Haven exhibit, “Road Trip!”, which  

focuses on the joy of trading speed and convenience for the excitement of exploration and 

discovery of the unexpected, “Road Trip!” includes vintage photos of quirky roadside attractions, 

souvenirs and mementos crowdsourced from Greater New Haven residents, artifacts from the 

Connecticut Historical Society, Museum of Connecticut History, the American Diner Museum, 

and even a 1960s-inspired, turquoise-and-white diner booth, specially built for the exhibit by the 

New England Seating Company. “Road Trip!” was organized by guest curator Mary M. 

Donohue, an architectural historian and assistant publisher of Connecticut Explored magazine. 

The exhibition will run through June 17, 2017.  



 

About the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven 

The Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven, a non-profit organization, is dedicated to 

collecting and preserving historical documents, photographs, and memorabilia of the Jewish 

community of Greater New Haven. Established in 1976, the Society’s main commitment is to 

reach the largest audience possible through publications, exhibitions, seminars, and educational 

programs. 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum has been collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and 

heritage of Greater New Haven since its inception as the New Haven Colony Historical Society 

in 1862. Located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue, the Museum brings more 

than 375 years of New Haven history to life through its collections, exhibitions, programs and 

outreach. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org or 

Facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 

 

### 

 

http://www.newhavenmuseum.org/

